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May 23, 2003                                        Contact: Kevin Hardy 

Board of Regents Announces GEAR UP Summer Camp Schedule, Louisiana Selection for
Multi-State GEAR UP Conference

The Louisiana Board of Regents has announced its slate of student summer camps and summer
professional development conferences for teachers in conjunction with the state’s federally-funded GEAR
UP program (see camp/conference schedule below). LA GEAR UP, as Louisiana’s program is called, is
aimed at helping students in historically underperforming secondary schools improve their chances of
entering college and succeeding after enrollment.

In a related development, Regents also announced at its monthly board meeting yesterday that Louisiana
has been chosen to host a regional, multi-state GEAR UP conference this fall. The focus of the
conference will be on best practices across the GEAR UP programs in all five states. In addition to
Louisiana, Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia and Mississippi will participate in the conference.

“Louisiana’s invitation to host this important conference is indicative of the U.S. Department of
Education’s confidence in the leadership of our program, and in the general positive direction of LA
GEAR UP,” said Commissioner of Higher Education E. Joseph Savoie. “My congratulations to Dr.
Kerry Davidson [Regents Deputy Commissioner for Sponsored Programs and principal investigator and
coordinator for LA GEAR UP] and his staff on the hard work they’re putting into this critical program.
LA GEAR is a very important component of Louisiana’s strategy to improve student access to college
and success after enrollment.”

Louisiana’s five-year, $12.5 million U.S. Department of Education GEAR UP grant was announced in
October of last year. LA GEAR UP, as Louisiana’s program is called, is designed to close the
achievement gap among Louisiana students.  Currently, 22 schools in seven targeted districts across the
state are participating in the program. The schools are serving as a pilot to find ways to improve
achievement among low-income students during the crucial pre-high school years.



Beginning wit the 22  pilot schools, LA GEAR UP will provide comprehensive professional development for
grades 7-12 as well as K-6 students.  The targeted cohort will be this year’s 7th graders, who will participate
in the program through high school graduation and receive counseling and mentoring in college.  More than
14,000 students will directly participate in the program over the five-year life of the grant.  

LA GEAR UP takes a “whole school” approach to impact student achievement.  As a result, the program
will target mathematics, science, and English language arts. The program also includes a guidance counselor
initiative, a strong parental involvement component and a reward program designed to reinforce the reform
efforts. 

The schedules for the LA GEAR UP student camps and professional development conferences follow
below:

- 30 -


